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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR EMANUEL ON PARIS ACCORD

"The President’s decision to pull out of the Paris Accord is a poor attempt to pit environmental
protection and economic growth against each other. It’s a false choice. Chicago has proven you can
create jobs while reducing your carbon footprint, and we will continue to do both. As the Trump
administration pulls back we will push forward and reduce our fair share of carbon emissions in
line with the Paris Accord. The world is depending on cities in the US to take up the mantle of
leadership on climate change. Chicago will happily accept that challenge."

In January Mayor Emanuel announced that Chicago has reduced its carbon emissions by 7% from
2010 to 2015, according to a new analysis. This reduction in greenhouse gases came at the same
time Chicago saw a 25,000 person increase in its population and 12 percent growth in the region’s
economy and jobs within the city. The emissions reduction, equivalent to shutting down a coal
power plant for 8 months, compares to a 1 percentage increase in nationwide emissions from 2009
to 2014.

The preliminary analysis, developed by AECOM, and the first 2015 emissions inventory for any
major North America city, estimated Chicago generated 30.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent in 2015, compared to 33.3 million in 2010. On a per capita basis emissions were reduced
by 8%. The most significant reductions came from the energy used in buildings and construction.
Together, the energy used to power residential, commercial, and institutional buildings comprises
73% of Chicago’s greenhouse gas emissions, and emissions from this sector have been reduced by
10%.

The carbon reduction report can be found at: www.CityofChicago.org/Emissions
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